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Inspiring, Secluded, Wisteria-Clad,
Late-Georgian Vicarage — with
Fabulous Pool, Spa, Gym and
Outdoor Kitchen — 8500 Sq Ft, Over
3.5 Acres and Close to Sandy Station

An exceptional, surprisingly unlisted, former vicarage, with
5 bedrooms, indoor offices and two fabulous, bespoke
granite-topped kitchens, one inside, with a superb Everhot
range, and one outside within an oak-framed, slate-roofed,
entertainment area — all set within gorgeous, enclosed
grounds landscaped by award-winning designers. A
wonderful pool is served by a striking, detached pool
house, with air-conditioned gym, sauna, inside and outside
showers and hot tub area. Internal insulation, solar panels
and hardwood, double-glazed, sash windows improve
efficiency. Complete with extensive garaging for the car
enthusiast, a gardener’s shed, workshops and hidden
parking space, Glebe House is a private, peaceful, perfectly
finished, country home just over two miles from Sandy
Station.

Five minutes by road and less than fifty by rail and you can
be in London. The A1 is just over 3 miles away, with fast
access to the A6, A428 A14 and A421, without the
constant traffic noise. The new Universal Studios resort
and Tempsford and Wixams Stations will be within easy
reach, too, with fast trains to Oxford and Cambridge, to
London, and even to Europe, if the vision is realised. Luton
Airport is just over 25 miles away, Cambridge less than 20.

Heathrow is just over an hour by car.

Bedford, with its world-renowned Harpur Trust private
schools, is only about 11 miles. The catchment secondary
school and sixth form is in Sandy, while you can walk with
the children to their little primary, just a few hundred
yards away, both rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted.

The 12" century, Norman Church of St Mary the Virgin is
within a short stroll and stays open during the day. The
village hall is just 500 yards away and hosts numerous
classes and events for the friendly and active community.
The recreation grounds and children’s play park are
opposite the end of Green lane. And you can wander to
the popular Free House, The Thornton Arms, named after
the former Lord of the Manor and built shortly after your
new home.

As well as shops and supermarkets, Sandy is home to the
RSPB, and their nature trails are worth visiting. Your dog,
though, might prefer to take you out into the fields and
beautiful countryside that surround your land, or along the
celebrated Greensand Ridge Walk, beginning from the
church. A delightful place in which to live.
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AT A GLANCE - 5 bedrooms / 8594 sq ft / 3.5 Acres

e Main House 5284 sq ft / Entrance Hall, with Cloakroom,
fitted Coat/Shoe cupboard / Wine Cellar

e Media and Music room, with fitted furniture built around
hard-wired screen and sound bar; stable door to kitchen /
Sitting room, with woodburner in stone fireplace / Study /

Snug, with woodburner in stone fireplace; fitted furniture

e Kitchen/Dining/Family room, with Island and stool seating,
and bifold doors to terrace / Appliances: Double bowl
stainless steel sink unit; Bosch integrated dishwasher;
Everhot 4-oven electric range, with lidded induction hob
and hotplate; Neff warming drawer; Fisher & Paykel
fridge/freezer; 2 pull-out bin systems / Staircase to
Library/Boardgame room, with cast iron fireplace; Walk-in
Airing Cupboard, with Megaflo; Secure store

Boot room / Cloakroom / Utility room, with Samsung
laundry appliances (by neg.) / Staircase to Office

Galleried landing / Principal bedroom suite, with Shower
and Dressing rooms (with cast-iron fireplace) / Guest
bedroom, with vanity / Further 1% Floor double bedroom
/ Family Bathroom: bath and shower / Top Floor: 2
further double bedrooms, Bathroom and Galleried
landing, with fitted wardrobes and sofa bed/study space

Oil CH (underfloor/radiators) / 20 Solar Panels / Cesspit

3.5 Acres Gardens / Gym/Sauna/Changing, with indoor
shower/Outside shower/Hot tub area / Heated pool (air-
source heat pump, auto cover) / Roofed outside kitchen,
dining and entertainment space, with Beefeater built-in
LPG barbecue; Blastcool outdoor refrigerator / Cultivar
greenhouse / Breeze House, with wine coolers, table etc

e Garaging and Open Store / Gardener’s shed / Teenager’s
workshop / Summerhouse / Sheds/workshop / Log store
& logs / Gated (elec.) driveway and hidden parking space
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FURTHER FACTS & FIGURES

e Full fibre broadband availability / Council tax: G / EPC
rating: C / Security system, including CCTV

e Sandy Railway: 2.6 miles — fast trains to London 48 mins.

e Schools - Everton Heath Pre and Primary: 350 yards /
Sandy Secondary & 6" Form: 3.8 miles / Private Schools
in Bedford: from 11 miles

e The Thornton Arms: 500 yards / Recreation Ground and
Play Park: 200 yards / Village Hall: 500 yards




The Rectory Society proclaims rectories and vicarages to
be “our country's greatest repositories of architectural,
social, cultural and religious history.” Glebe House is no
exception - an historic home off an historic, no through,
private lane. A lane lined with “one of the finest holly
bushes in the country”, once bearing the sobriquet ‘Coffin
Lane’, as it was along here that those who had died were
borne to the church to be buried. Once the main drive to
Everton Manor House, Green Lane is now the only way
to Glebe House, with the peaceful and private, 3.5-acre
grounds of your new home being entirely enclosed by
dog-safe, parkland and willow-hurdle fencing.

Just as the glorious, Grade |, Church of St Mary has seen
many forms and many vicars since its Saxon beginnings, so
too has its vicarage. Glebe House predominately dates
from 1833, built for Rev. Challis Paroissien, yet retaining
the brick cellar of the 1635 version, which in turn was
built, with the help of Clare College, Cambridge (building
materials were purchased at the enormous cost of £119
6s 5d), for Rev. Thomas Fowl, who demanded something
befitting his soon-to-be marital status. The cellar, once a
kitchen and pantry, with its cool, moist atmosphere and
old, slate benches, is ideal for your wine collection.

Many fine characters have lived here, not least Rev. John
Berridge, the 18™ century, non-conformist who attracted
thousands to hear him preach, afterwards picnicking on
the vicarage land which has seemingly been the same 3.5
acres that will now be yours. How fascinating to think that
John Wesley, Berridge’s friend, may have visited him here.

The old vicarage has now joined up with the cart house;
you not only have a boot room where the yard was but a
utility larger than many a kitchen and a super, beamed and
vaulted-ceilinged office in the former hay loft, once also
used as a music room. So much history to look back on,
and so many happy family times to look forward to.
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Coming home through electric, automated 5-bar gates, the
gravelled drive winding between tall native hedging, the
beautiful house, immaculately lime-pointed, encircled by its
Daniel Shea-designed, magazine-featured, gardens, it's
impossible not to feel a sense of well-being. Yew, Monkey
Puzzle, Giant Redwood, Indian Bean, ancient Beech and
prolific Mulberry trees, planted by long-ago vicars, have
recently been joined by young evergreen oaks, silver birch
and other bird-filled trees to ensure even greater privacy.

A developing wildflower meadow, a blossoming orchard,
rose arches and beds of English lavender, amongst grasses,
ferns and other naturalistic planting, prove a magnet to bees
and butterflies. A walled kitchen garden is the perfect setting
for the beautifully designed, Cultivar glasshouse. Topiary adds
interest, while seating and summerhouse areas provide
numerous spots to relax, peacefully immersed in nature.

A superb, cedar-roofed gazebo away from the house, with
day bed, table and wine coolers provides an intimate space
to gather with family, friends or even to work, overlooking
the irrigated meadow. A series of dung wells indicate that
horses were a big part of vicarage life, and you have the

space and outbuildings for them to be so again, if you wish.

And you have probably the finest gym you've ever worked
out in — designed by Geoff Crowther Architects with a lovely
view of the one-piece, carbon-ceramic pool, and with the
option of a change of use to a luxury, later life annexe. In the
meantime, enjoy the exercise, the pool parties, champagne in
the hot tub, sessions in the sauna, showers inside or out,
barbecues in the outdoor kitchen. Your children’s friends
may well spend more time here than at their own home.

Especially if the exciting, vaulted-ceilinged top floor of the
house becomes their domain. After-all, you have three other
super bedrooms, including your main suite on the floor
below. Few homes have so much light-filled, versatile space.
You have a media room, a study which was historically the
vicar’s office, a snug as well as a sitting room, both with cosy
log burners (stocked log store to boot), a library and hayloft
office — yet it's your choice how you use them.

There’s no doubt about the hub of the home, though. Cook
with high-end appliances housed in beautiful, handmade
kitchen furniture, with curved granite tops. Breakfast at the
island, dine, relax with coffee, and keep an eye on the family
computer in the study nook. And it all extends out through
bifold doors to sandstone terraces. Simply wonderful!




Area of Main House: 5284 ft2 ... 490.8 m2
Area of Outbuildings: 3356 ft2 ... 311.9 m2
Total Area: 8640 ft2 ... 802.7 m2
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To discuss this unique home or one you wish to sell, please contact us.

Artistry Property Agents | 36 St Peter’s Street | Bedford | MK40 2NN
T 01234 889987 | E info@artistryproperty.co.uk
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