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The Caprons

Keere Street, Lewes, BN7 1TY

A HANDSOME, GRADE IT* LISTED DETACHED
GEORGIAN HOUSE, DATING FROM 1730°S, SITUATED IN A
HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER CENTRAL POSITION WITHIN THE
HISTORIC COUNTY TOWN OF LEWES.

FORMER FAMILY HOME OF ASA BRIGGS
(LORD BRIGGS OF LEWES) EMINENT HISTORIAN,
ACADEMIC AND BLETCHLEY PARK CODE BREAKER.

Key Features

A much-loved family home and working residence, coming to
the open market for the first time in over two generations.

Impressive central Entrance Hall with beautiful turned staircase.

Four reception rooms, including an elegantly proportioned drawing room, sitting room/
library, dining room and a reception room known as the “Painted Room” completed
in the 1990’s by a celebrated artist commissioned by the family.
Kitchen/breakfast room with walk-in larder and access to a courtyard.

First floor with three bedrooms and three bathroom/shower rooms.

Second floor comprising two further bedrooms, another bathroom
and a former kitchen (used for live-in staff).

Extensive dry cellar in the basement incorporating a traditional wine cellar.
Charming walled gardens, garden store, a Grade Il Listed Gazebo and roof terrace

with stunning views over the Downs and The Parish of Southover, backing onto
the medieval town wall of Lewes.
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Description
The Caprons offers a once in a lifetime opportunity to purchase

% @ i X - - 4 1 g 4 il | this superb, detached Georgian house right in the heart of Lewes,
B lg“ B B e, T R , i ! : o g jlg- away from busy main roads. The house is Grade II* Listed and is
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The front elevation is symmetrical with grey brick headers

with red brick quoins, large sash windows and louvred external
shutters on the ground floor windows. From Keere Street

(a brick and cobbled no-through street) steps lead up to the
central panelled front door with arched reveals and a gothic-
glazed fanlight over.

The welcoming Entrance Hall provides a real sense of space
with a polished wooden floor and impressive turned staircase to
one side leading to the first floor. To one side of the Entrance Hall
is the formal Drawing Room, which is a beautiful double-aspect
room with an attractive fireplace with a carved wooden surround.
On the other side of the Entrance Hall is the generous working
Library with extensive Victorian built-in bookcases and two wide
alcoves. Adjacent is the “Painted Room” which is currently used
as a Card Room, with a feature octagonal window and a further
large sash window. The well-proportioned vaulted Dining Room
has a large arched window. The Kitchen/Breakfast Room is
located to the rear of the house with a south facing large sash
window and is fitted with a range of wooden units with plenty
IEU-IT$ | l I I I “ I | I T - it of space for a breakfast table and includes a walk-in larder.

l 5 | g1 | A door gives access to a sheltered walled, courtyard. The

: sy Pt e ground floor accommodation is ideally arranged for formal

and informal entertaining.

Arranged over the first floor is a spacious landing with a door
which leads out onto a wide roof terrace with lovely views over
Grange Gardens and the roof tops. Also approached from the
landing is the principal suite with a very good-sized double aspect
bedroom with lovely views over the roof tops towards the South
Downs and an ensuite shower room. On the first floor there are
also two further bedrooms and two bathrooms. On the second
floor, which is approached via a wide staircase are two additional
bedrooms, a fourth bathroom and a room which has previously
been utilised as a second kitchen (suited to live-in staff or a
nanny). In addition to the accommodation arranged over the
ground, first and second floor there is an extensive dry cellar,
with a plethora of rooms and stores and includes a wine cellar.

The house has a wealth of period features throughout including
large feature sash windows, panelled doors, wooden floors,
attractive fireplaces and high ceilings.




Location

The Caprons lies in an elevated position well away from main
roads within the conservation area and in the highly sought
after and historic Southover area of the town. The house is
just a short distance to the South of the High Street, and is
situated at the foot of Keere Street. The historic county town
provides an extensive range of coffee shops, restaurants and
independent retailers. Recreational facilities include the award
winning Depot Cinema, known “As a place that brings people
together to engage with art and ideas”. Nearby lies Charleston
House which was home to the “Bloomsbury Set” and holds
frequent exhibitions. Nearer still, 3.5 miles to the east of
Lewes, is Glyndeboune Opera House famous for its summer
season. The South Downs Sport Club is a short walk and
offers tennis, hockey and squash alongside a popular café
and bar.

Across the road from The Caprons is historic Southover Grange
House, a stunning public walled garden with a popular café
open in the summer months. Lewes is well served by public
transport and for the commuter Lewes mainline station is only
0.4 of a mile from the house with direct services to Central
London (in about 64 minutes), Gatwick Airport about 33
minutes) and Brighton (about 17 minutes). Lewes is the largest
town within the scenic South Downs National Park and the
surrounding countryside is easily accessed from the town by
network of footpaths and cycle paths.

All of the town’s schools are nearby, including Southover
and Western Road primary schools as well as Priory School.
There is also an excellent selection of private schools,
including Lewes Old Grammar School, Brighton College,
Lancing College, Eastbourne College and Hurst with many
providing a minibus service from the town.



Outside

The garden at The Caprons lies to both the rear and the side
of the house and has been attractively landscaped over the
years being divided into a series of "outside rooms” and
terraces. To one side of the house is a lawned area of the
garden with a mature flowering cherry tree and a charming
brick paved seating area to one side. Adjacent to the side
of the house is a good sized garden store. A wrought iron
pedestrian gate from this area of garden gives access to
Keere Street. On the southern side of the house at first floor
level, there is a wide southerly facing roof terrace with lovely
views towards Southover Grange and its stunning public
gardens. Steps lead up from the lawned area of garden to a
series of terraces with various well stocked beds and some
lovely old flint retaining walls.

The upper lawned terrace has superb far reaching views

over the town with the South Downs beyond. The lawn is
bordered on one side by the medieval town wall and on the
other by attractive wrought iron railings. To the far end of the
lawn and built on the south-west corner of the medieval town
walls is a beautiful Grade Il Listed octagonal Gazebo with a
hipped concave roof and 3 large windows which have been
designed to maximise the fantastic views. On the southern side
of the house and adjacent to the kitchen/breakfast room is a
sheltered brick paved courtyard with a pedestrian gate giving
access onto a raised pavement adjacent to Southover Road.
From this courtyard a path and steps lead round to the rest of
the garden. The garden at The Caprons give a lovely backdrop
to this important and much-loved house.




The Caprons, Keere Street, Lewes, BN7
Approximate Gross Internal Area = 464.2 sq m / 4997 sq ft
Approximate Outbuilding Internal Area = 4.9 sq m /53 sq ft
Approximate Total Internal Area = 469.1 sq m / 5050 sq ft
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Sketch plan for illustrative purposes only. All measurements walls, doors, windows, fittings and appliances, their sizes and locations, are approximate only. They cannot be regarded as being a representation by the seller, nor their agent.

Important notice 1. These particulars have been prepared in good faith as a general guide, they are not exhaustive and include information provided to us by other parties including the seller, not all of which will have been verified by us. 2. We
have not carried out a detailed or structural survey; we have not tested any services, appliances or fittings. Measurements, floor plans, orientation and distances are given as approximate only and should not be relied on. 3. The photographs are not
necessarily comprehensive or current, aspects may have changed since the photographs were taken. No assumption should be made that any contents are included in the sale. 4. We have not checked that the property has all necessary planning,
building regulation approval, statutory or regulatory permissions or consents. Any reference to any alterations or use of any part of the property does not mean that necessary planning, building regulations, or other consent has been obtained. 5.
Prospective purchasers should satisfy themselves by inspection, searches, enquiries, surveys, and professional advice about all relevant aspects of the property. 6. These particulars do not form part of any offer or contract and must not be relied
upon as statements or representations of fact; we have no authority to make or give any representation or warranties in relation to the property. If these are required, you should include their terms in any contract between you and the seller.



